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ABSTRACT

Translocation operations of two displaced tapirs were carried out at Negeri Sembilan. A pair was 
captured at Kampung Mertang, Kuala Pilah, Negeri Sembilan. Another individual was captured from 
Kampung Purun, Tanjong Ipoh, Negeri Sembilan. All three were translocated to Krau Wildlife Reserve, 
Pahang. The pair was captured using surface trap and the third individual was captured using pitfall 
trap technique. 
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INTRODUCTION

The Department of Wildlife and National Parks Peninsular Malaysia (DWNP) received quite a number 
of reports of displaced tapir every year (Kadir and Hasdi, 2003; Magintan et al, 2012). A total of 
21 individuals were displaced in Negeri Sembilan, from 2006 to 2010 and the third highest number 
of displaced tapir after Pahang and Johor (Magintan et al, 2012; Traeholt and Sanusi, 2009).  The 
department has been actively rescuing displaced tapir since 2004. Up to September 2013, 54 rescued 
and translocation operations were carried out. Translocation of the animal to other large habitat is the 
final solution for any individual of tapir in isolated natural habitat. Tapir in isolated habitat facing less 
source of foods, disturbances from the locals, and threats from illegal hunting activities (Kawanishi 
et al, 2002). Due to these circumstances, tapir tend to roam at the edge or their habitats where food 
availability is high or moves to orchard that provide good source of foods. 

In 2013, two rescue operations were carried out in Negeri Sembilan involving three individual of 
tapirs. These operations were one of a few approaches of mitigating displaced tapir especially in 
isolated forests. The operations started in February 2013 and several subsequent monitoring processes 
for over a period of three months. The methods of getting information on the displaced tapirs were 
based on complaints by villagers to the nearest DWNP offices. Follow up by DWNP staffs to verify 
the complaints through interview with the complainant and monitored the said location. It was then, 
verified that tapirs were at the reported location through its fresh footprint and feeding marks. Through 
the assessment of surrounding habitats including nearest forested area, safety of the animals plus the 
villagers, it was decided that the tapirs need translocation to other larger areas. This mitigation action 
also means to avoid further human-tapir conflict with the locals.
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METHODOLOGY

The Tapir Unit from DWNP headquarters in collaboration with respective staffs from Negeri Sembilan 
leads by the state Director Encik Abu Zahrim Ismail has started the rescue operation using two methods 
of capturing which were the surface trap and pitfall trap. There were two rescue operation sites, the 
Kampung Mertang Gunung Pasir and Kampung Purun, Tanjung Ipoh, Kuala Pilah. Two different 
methods of trapping used for trapping tapir, i.e the surface trap (Fig. 1) and pitfall trap (Fig. 2 & 3). 
The surface trap was used at the Kampung Mertang Gunung Pasir, whilst both types of traps were 
used at the second site which was in Kampung Purun Tanjung Ipoh.  First trap was deployed on 27th 
February 2013 at Kampung Mertang Gunung Pasir, whilst traps in Kampung Purun Tanjung Ipoh were 
deployed on 9th May 2013.  

A box especially designs for tapir rescue and translocation operation was used for relocation process. 
The size of the translocation box was customized so that it will fit on Hilux Single Cab, a vehicle that 
usually use to transport. The transportation of tapirs was done in the evening to minimise stress on the 
animals. Standard operating procedures were ensured to take into consideration, including engaging a 
veterinarian with the team. The condition of tapir during transportation was closely and continuously 
checked.  Once the Tapir arrived at the release site, a procedure of putting in a chip for its identification 
at the left of its neck was carried out as soon as the tapir sedated and treated for any wound before 
releasing.

Figure 1. A surface Trap
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Figure 2. Pitfall Trap (above view)
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Figure 3. Simple cross section of pitfall trap

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

By using surface trap and pitfall trap, the team has managed to rescue three individual of Tapir (2:1) 
from isolated forest.  The first captured, in fact, two individuals (1:1)  in a trap was on the 3rd of March 
2013 at the Kampung Mertang Gunung Pasir, Kuala Pilah and were released at Kuala Lompat Research 
Station, Krau Wildlife Reserve.  It was a mother n male calf. A GPS collar was put on the mother to 
monitor its movement after released. The other individual was captured on the 10th of July 2013 from 
Kampung Purun Tanjung Ipoh (1:0). This individual also has been moved to Krau Wildlife Reserve 
near Bukit Rengit. The individual that fitted with GPS collar has shown an obviously movement after 
several weeks.

The ultimate target for these translocation activities was to ensure that these animals are safe at a new 
habitat.  According to Magintan et al (2012), total number of displaced Malayan tapirs reported for the 
2006 – 2010 period 142 individual with the number generally increasing gradually from 2006 to 2010. 
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On every time when the rescue team alerted of displaced or trapped tapir that need immediate action, 
promptness is the most crucial matter. The team needs to be at the site of scene as soon as possible 
and a veterinarian needs to present at the site to do treatment, chipping and to do observation during 
transportation. 

It is very important to have the operation process of transportation and releasing at new habitat carried 
out as soon as possible to avoid stress on the animals. The increasing number of displaced tapir in 
Negeri Sembilan, in 2013 the DWNP has formed a Tapir Rescue Team as a standby for any rescue and 
translocation action. Meanwhile, some trainings and practical were given to the team member on putting 
up traps in proper way, selecting a strategic location for traps and monitoring process after released. 
These training have strengthened the team ability and capability of doing rescue and translocation. 
They also given explanations and emphasised to stick to the Standard Operation Procedures (SOP) 
outlined by the department for any rescue and translocation activity. 

Survivor rate of tapir after releasing into a new environment was the most challenging part of tapir 
rescue. The site for translocation must be a large area, viable for survival of the released tapir and far 
from disturbances. The most appropriate place for releasing rescued tapir is in the wildlife reserve. 
Thus, the captured tapirs were released into Krau Wildlife Reserve as it is near and viable habitat. The 
movement of newly released tapir can be monitored by fitting a GPS collar on the tapir (Figure 4). It 
is costly tool but vital for getting the information movement of released tapir. After released, the tapirs 
were also monitored on ground for at least a week by a monitoring team. The monitoring activities were 
carried out to make sure that the released tapirs will not move to settlements, orchards and villages.

Figure 4. Data from GPS collar fitted for 'Mertang' the individual that released at Kuala Lompat 
Research Station, Krau Wildlife Reserve.
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CONCLUSION

Rescuing Tapir from the conflict areas are not the only method in solving the problem.  Legally, Tapir 
is Totally Protected under the Wildlife Conservation Act 2010 (Act 716). Subject to subsection (1) in 
section 68, any person who hunts or keeps any totally protected wildlife (other than an immature totally 
protected wildlife or the female of a totally protected wildlife); or take or keeps any part or derivative 
of a totally protected wildlife, without a special permit commits an offence and shall, on conviction, be 
liable to a fine not exceeding RM500, 000.00 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years 
or to both. The DWNP committed to conduct more studies especially in isolated forest and determined 
to improve the rescue procedures for the Malayan Tapir in Peninsular Malaysia. 
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